This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Effectiveness results
The duration of the surgical lip closure procedures was 57.2 minutes for PSOT and 56.4 minutes for non-PSOT, (p>0.05). The 95% confidence interval of the difference in duration of the surgical lip closure was -9.5 to +8.0 minutes.
Clinical conclusions
The duration of the surgical lip closure procedures did not differ significantly.
Measure of benefits used in the economic analysis
The outcome measure was the duration of surgical lip closure.
Direct costs
Medical costs (cost of personnel, cost of PSOT materials, overhead cost) and costs incurred by the parents of the patients (travel costs and out-of-pocket costs) were derived from different sub-sets of the total sample size. The costs of treatment provided to both the PSOT and the non-PSOT patients were considered identical and were not included in the analysis. The cost of personnel was calculated on the basis of regular payment for university workers and 1680 productive hours per year. Overhead costs were calculated on the basis of information for the Rotterdam centre. Travel costs were derived according to guidelines for cost analysis in health care research. Resource and cost data were reported separately. Discounting was not undertaken due to the short period of follow-up. The quantity/cost boundary adopted was society. The price year was 1994.
Statistical analysis of costs
Nonparametric Mann-Whitney U test.
Indirect Costs
Parents' time costs were included in the analysis based on sub-sets of the total sample. Time for travelling, treatment time, the number of parents accompanying the child to the treatment centre, and parents' normal daily occupations were used as a basis for calculating the costs of time spent by parents. Resource and cost data were reported separately. Discounting was not undertaken due to the short period of follow-up. The quantity/cost boundary adopted was society. The price year was 1994.
